The Narratio, The Story of
Salvation History.
http://jbitting.pbworks.com

Story Telling
• “To speak life-giving and profound
words; to use words and gestures in
order to transport the hearers of the
Word toward the things of heaven”
(Cavanaugh 2).
• Fr. Cavanaugh, quoting Janet
Litherland, “Stories have power…they
delight, enchant, touch, teach, recall,
inspire, motivate, challenge…they help
us understand…stories often pack
more punch than sermons…”

Catechesis and Storytelling: A
Franciscan Perspective.
Source = Catechetics.com

Jesus told stories

• Stories implant lasting pictures and “Jesus
wanted us to get the picture, the bigger
picture” (Cavanaugh p. 3)
• The Story of Salvation History is the context
for all catechesis

Catholic “Stuff” without a Context
• Most “Sunday-Mass-Catholics”
know bits and pieces of the
Story but lack a clear vision of
the whole Story of Salvation
History.
• For example, we may know of
David & Goliath, Adam & Eve,
the parting of the Red Sea, the
Birth of Christ, Pentecost, The
letters of St. Paul…etc. but if we
don’t know the whole story we
miss the context of these events
and their meaning and
significance is lost to us.

• “The Catechism is a marvelously connected
system of revealed truth. If Catholics were
thoroughly acquainted in their childhood
with the fundamental truths of religion ; if
they were taught to see how all the
different parts of this divine edifice combine
to form one beauteous structure, the darts
of hell would have no power to injure them”
(The Catechism Explained 6).

What is the Story?
• “The whole history of salvation is
identical with the history of the way
and the means by which the one true
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
reveals himself to men “and
reconciles and unites with himself
those who turn away from sin.”(CCC
234).
• “By revealing Himself God wishes to
make [men] capable of responding to
Him, and of knowing Him, and of
loving Him far beyond their own
natural capacity” (CCC 52).
• “This history, read within the
perspective of faith, is a fundamental
part of catechesis” (GDC 108)

7 “Foundation Stones” of catechesis
• (GDC 108, 130; pgs.84-88
in “Craft”)
– 3 Phases of the Narratio
(Old Testament, Life of
Christ, History of the
Church)
– 4 Pillars of the CCC (aka 4
Dimensions of the Christian
Life; see also Acts 2:42)

Content of The Story
• 1. God – Trinity/Divine Family of
Love
• 2. Creation of Angels & Their Fall
• 3. Creation of Man (Sabbath &
Marriage Covenants) & Their Fall
• 4. Promise of Salvation (Gen 3:15)
• 5. Progressive Covenants building
God’s family (Noah, Abe, Moses,
David)
• 6. Prophets – The Holy Spirit
through them gives us Hope &
calls us to repentance…God is
Coming!

• 7. Annunciation/Incarnation of
Christ
• 8. Life & Teaching of Christ
(Proclamation & institution of His
Kingdom)
• 9. Paschal Mystery (Passion,
Death, Resurrection, Ascension)
• 10. Pentecost & Life of the Church
• 11. Parousia (2nd Coming)
Resurrection of the Body,
Judgement, Life Everlasting with
the Holy Trinity.

The Story of Salvation History

• “The Fathers basing the content of catechesis on the
narration of the events of salvation, wish to root
Christianity in time by showing that it was a salvation
history and not a mere religious philosophy…They also
wished to emphasize that Christ was the center of this
history” (See footnote under GDC 107)
– It is “His Story”!

The Blessing of God’s Work

• “from the beginning until the end of time the whole
of God’s work is a blessing”… “[Blessing] is an
encounter between God and man” (CCC 1079;
2626)
• From the beginning to the end of the Bible, “the
inspired authors proclaim the plan of salvation a
one vast divine blessing” (CCC 1079)

The Story in the CCC

• Summed up in CCC 54-73
• Again in CCC 1079-1082 as mentioned above
• Present in whole parts of the CCC e.g. the
fourth pillar on prayer (“in the Old
Testament” CCC 2568), (“in the fullness of
time” CCC 2598-2622), (“in the age of the
Church” 2623-2649)
• In individual topics and sections e.g. the
doctrine of the Church
– “her origin in the Holy Trinity’s plan and her
progressive realization in history” (CCC
758)…from the Father’s heart (CCC 759)
– Her institution in Christ “in the fullness of time”
(CCC 763)
– Her perfection in “the glory of heaven” (CCC
769)
– See p. 87 in Craft

• Angels CCC 329-336

OT

Christ

The
Church

The Story is Everywhere

• Angels with Christ
before visible
creation
• Angels in the OT from
creation to birth of John
the Baptist
• Angels from the
Incarnation to
Resurrection (even
mention of the 2nd
Coming)
• Angels in the life of the
Church

Catechesis & The Story
• “Catechesis finds in this plan its
unwavering purpose. The
history of salvation is told and
handed on to enable everyone
to understand God’s purpose in
revealing himself in words and
deeds: to bring us to share
eternal happiness with him in
heaven…As catechists we need
to know the story well and be
able to communicate it to
others. It is the context within
which we can place our
teaching on all other matters” (
in Craft p. 79 emphasis added).

Catechesis & The Story

• “We need to be able to speak of God’s plan, to tell this
story both in outline and also in more detail, as need
arises; we need to be able to tell it briefly and more
extensively; at the beginning of sessions, to provide the
context for what follows and at the conclusion, to sum
up what has gone before; in a form suitable for children
and in an appropriate manner for adults; using art to
illustrate it and using stories to accompany it; for the
sake of understanding the past, for interpreting the
present, and for preparing for the future” (in Craft p.
80).

Importance of Handing on The Story

• If you don’t know your story you don’t know your
identity.
• If you don’t know your identity you don’t know
what you are to do with your life.
• We search for a story/identity of our own and can
easily be mistaken i.e. we try to define ourselves
not knowing we have already been defined.

Jesus did it…so must the Catechist
• Road to Emmaus Luke 24
(Craft p.81-82).
– As a remedy for their lack of
faith, Jesus tells The Story “beginning with Moses and all
the prophets, he interpreted to
them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning himself” (Lk
24:27)
– “effective narration of salvation
history has less to do with
length and everything to do
with a Christocentric content”
(Innerst p. 1)

Catechist, Learn from Christ, the Divine
Teacher!
• The disciples were “able to recall
the last few days of the story but
their lack of faith is in part
because they are unable to
interpret the meaning of the
segment they have in light of the
whole story…the small part they
know does not, by itself, make
sense to them…This whole story
is what Jesus now proclaims”
(see Lk 24:27 and the Craft pgs.
82-83)

St . Augustine on “The Story”

• De Catechizandis Rudibus - ch 3 art. 5-6
• “present all the matter in a general and comprehensive
summary, choosing certain of the more remarkable facts that
are heard with greater pleasure and constitute the cardinal
points in history…dwelling somewhat upon them to
untie…and spread them out to view…But the remaining
details we should weave into our narrative in a rapid survey”
(DZR Ch 3 art. 5 emphasis added).
• See Dr. Inerrst Article

The focal point is God’s Fatherly Love
• “What greater reason could there
be for the Lord’s coming than that
God might manifest His love for us
and ardently recommend it…”
(DCR 4,7)
• To the standard of God’s love, “we
should move and direct the
attention of him for whose
instruction we are speaking” (DCR
3,6)
• Love “is an exegetical key for the
Scriptures and the catechetical
narration” (Innerst p. 3)

Learn from Israel’s story
• Take the book of Judges for example:
– The older generations did not
teach the younger generations
their story.
– The younger generations searched
for an identity and erroneously
adopted a Canaanite or Philistine
identity.
– This led to a loss of freedom and
unnecessary suffering. In
worshipping the false gods of the
Canaanites they ceased to be who
they really were as God’s covenant
family.
– Turning to God, the Author of their
true identity leads to salvation and
freedom to be themselves.

Importance of handing on the Story
• Handing on the Story
communicates
– Who God is
– What He has done in history
– What His plan for humanity is

• Without the Story we are doomed
to wander the earth never really
knowing why we are here and
where we are going.
• “My people are destroyed for lack
of knowledge” (Hos 4:6).

Pope Francis at Festival of Families
Philadelphia 2015

• Goals of handing on the History of
Salvation see pgs. 81-82 in NDC:
– Proclaims the words and deeds of God in
History
– Presents it as set forth in Scripture i.e. stages
in OT, fulfillment in Christ, transmission
through the Church.
– Interpret meaning for present age in light of
Revelation
– Situates the sacraments within salvation
history…those being catechized re-read & relive salvation history in the “today” of the
liturgy
– Helps with understanding of the mystery at
work in salvation history
– Helps heal memories (evil & suffering are seen
in the light of God’s Plan of Love & Mercy)

Possible Curriculum Guide 22-24 weeks
•
•
•
•

One Week
God
One Week
Creation
Revelation (knowledge of God & His plan)
The Story of Salvation History
–
–
–
–
–
–

One Week

Creation
One or Two weeks
Fall
Promise of Salvation
Covenant Progression/Family Development & Gradual Unveiling
Prophetic foretelling and call to repentance
One or Two Weeks
CHRIST
• Annunciation / Incarnation
• Mission

One Week

– Proclaim Kingdom / Call for Repentance
– High Priesthood (Sacrifice, Expiation, Reconciliation, Glorification)
– Fullness of Revelation (Prophetic)

• Sending of the Holy Spirit

– The Church
•
•
•
•

Creed
Sacraments
Morality
Prayer

Three Weeks

One Week
One Week
One Week Review
Two or Three Weeks
Two Weeks
Two Weeks

Three Weeks

Sources for learning and handing on the Story
• Books
–
–
–
–
–
–

Catechism of the Catholic Church
A Father Who Keeps His Promises by Scott Hahn
Walking With God by Jeff Cavins and Tim Gray
Lovely Like Jerusalem by Aidan Nichols
Understanding the Scriptures by Scott Hahn
The Compact History of the Catholic Church by Alan Schreck

• A/V
– Great Adventure Journey Through the Bible DVD or CD
sets by Jeff Cavins (Available in 8 and 24 week versions)
– Mountains and Mediators vol. 1 and vol. 2 CD sets by
John Bergsma

Stop Here

Discussion Question
• 1)Although the situation as of late has greatly
improved, in the not-so-distant past publishers of
catechetical textbooks were in the habit of producing
books which covered a certain section of the story of
salvation history or dimension of the Christian life
intended to be used over the course of a year. For
example one year’s text might be on the Old
Testament, the next year’s on the New Testament, the
next year’s text on the Sacraments…etc. The idea was
that the students would get the whole story or deposit
of faith over the course of 8 years (elementary) or 4
years (high school). In light of Catechesi tradendae 26
and the GDCs articulation of the “foundational stones”
of catechesis why might this approach of publishers be
problematic?

Dr. Pamela Jackson on the Story
• Calling on her knowledge of
the fathers she writes, “The
Church understands itself in
Biblical terms and sees itself as
a continuation of the story of
God’s saving work recorded in
the Bible; initiation into such a
community therefore includes
drawing converts into this
Biblical world”(Journeybread 5
emphasis mine)

Nemo Clip
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ycmp6K1KPL
o
• Show first 2 min
• Title = Finding Nemo-Marlin's Story on youtube
• Possible connection to the new evangelization hearing the story makes you excited and makes
you want to be part of the story and contribute to
the reunification of the Father and the son

Sources
•
•
•
•
•

Sacred Scripture
Catechism of the Catholic Church
Catechesi Tradendae – John Paul II
Dei Verbum – Vatican II
Teaching the Catholic Faith Today – Introduction by
Msgr. Eugene Kevane
• De Catechizandis Rudibus – St. Augustine
• The Catechism of the Catholic Church and the Craft of
Catechesis – Petroc Willey, Barbara Morgan, and Pierre
de Cointet
• Journeybread for the Shadowlands by Pamela Jackson

